
  
  

George 
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Loretta 

Rodney 

Gail 

Gift Certificates: 

Looking for a great 
Christmas Present for 

family or friends, RBDC 
has Gift Certificates 

available. 

For more information 
please contact our MAL 
Membership person via 

email to 
membership@rbdc.ca  

 

Silver Bells Ball 
tickets available 

online. 

 

In-house tickets 
sales to be 

announced in 
class. 

 

mailto:membership@rbdc.ca
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Search for the Next Iconic Billy Elliot begins for Regina production: 
 
The award-winning Broadway musical Billy Elliot will be hitting Globe Theatre’s main stage next spring (2020), but 
the search for the cast has already begun. 
 
Seventeen young male performers are in Regina vying for the lead role of Billy, a young boy who dreams of 
trading in his boxing gloves for a pair of ballet shoes.  
 
“I just think Billy is the role for me. Billy is 12 and I just turned 11. He has a crazy passion for dance and that’s me 
as well,” said Antony Salisbury, one of the dancers auditioning for the role.  
 
Globe Theatre decided to move away from the traditional audition process to better suit the needs of these young 
dancers. 
 
So, they are hosting a two-week Billy Boot Camp where the boys will learn everything from singing, all genres of 
dance to improv. The final days of the camp will be the audition for the coveted role.  
 
Program director Stephanie Graham’s challenge is to find a triple threat performer that can act out raw emotions, 
show top skills in dance and have the stamina to lead a two-and-a-half-hour musical. 
 
“We’re looking for them to be a dancer, singer, actor and tumbler. They have to do jazz, ballet and tap. It’s a huge 
role,” she said. 
 
However, her biggest challenge is finding someone with all these attributes that is around 12 years old.  
Boys aging from 9-13 travelled from all across the province for this camp. However, only four will be chosen for the 
musical. Two will be cast as Billy, one as an understudy and another for the role of Michael.  
 
Those selected will then undertake a rigorous training program to prepare them for their demanding performances 
in the spring of 2020. 
 
Whether chosen for the musical or not, this camp forged new friendships for the boys and created a community 
with like-minded people. For many young male dancers, embracing their passion for dance comes with many 
hurdles. 
 
According to research done by Doug Risner, a leading dance researcher and professor at  Wayne State University 
in Detroit, 96 per cent of men who have studied dance have experienced teasing, name-calling and other verbal 
abuse. 
 
The dancers at the camp have a similar experience. Some have said ”  I’ve been told that dance is a girl’s sport.” 
Others said “I have lost friends because they found out I do ballet.”   
 
Young actors follow their dreams to share lead role in Calgary’s ‘Billy Elliot The Musical’. 
 
An all-male camp is rare to find in this female-dominated sport. This camp helped these young male dancers in 
Saskatchewan create a supportive network with each other. 
 
Graham said “Dance is such an athletic art form, it’s something to be proud of.”  
The boys in the camp feel the same way. 
 
Eleven-year-old Antony encouraged others by saying, “You just need to keep your head up high and be confident 
about yourself and you get far.” 
Through the camp, the boys learned technical skills that will be transferable to any form of art they choose to 
pursue in the future. Perhaps the most important thing they learned is how to fearlessly be the best version of 
themselves. 
 
© 2019 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc. (by Sijia Liu – posted August 7, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://globalnews.ca/tag/broadway/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/global-theatre/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/billy-elliot/
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2019 Social Dance Dates 

November 2 

November 16 

November 30 

January 11 

TBA 

 

 

 

 

2019-2020 Executive 

Pres:  Arlette Lapointe 
Past Pres. George Staranchuk 
Vice-Pres:  Greg Sebastian 
Secretary: Dimple Mehta 
Treasurer:  Loretta McClinton 

 

MAL’S: 
Membership:  Tamara Hart 
Ticket Sales:  Geraldine Mitchell 
Social Director: Colin D’Souza 
Practice Dance: Akbar Karsan 
Communications:  TBA 
 
Instructor Re:  Glenna Stoner 

Save The Dates 

 

December 14, 2019 

Silver Bells Ball 

(Conexus Arts Centre) 

RBDC is looking for a new 
MAL Communication Person.  
If you are interested, or need 
more information please 
contact President Arlette 
Lapointe for all details. 


